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The   Return   to   Pres   Amidst   a   Pandemic   -   A   TY   Perspective   
By   Michaela   Mahon     

  
On   Monday   the   7th   of   September,   the   
TY   group   of   2020/2021   made   their   
much   anticipated   return   to   school.   
There   was   a   mixed   atmosphere   in   the   
air,   with   some   students   feeling   happy   
to   be   back,   grateful   that   their   remote   
learning   days   were   hopefully   behind   
them.   Others   were   feeling   uneasy   with   
the   “new   normal”   of   our   school   life.   
Unlike   the   three   previous   years,   this   
time   we   were   returning   to   school   
during   a   global   pandemic.     
  

There   have   been   many   changes   made   
to   the   school   and   new   rules   have   been   
introduced   in   order   to   adhere   to   
Covid-19   guidelines.   The   Junior   
students   of   the   school   are   now   in   one   
part   of   the   school   building,   while   the   
Senior   students   are   in   their   own   
section   of   the   building.   When   entering   
and   leaving   the   school   all   students   

must   sanitize   
our   hands.   We   
must   wear   a   
face   covering   
when   we   are   
indoors.   We   
have   to   social   
distance,   so   in   
our   classrooms   
our   desks   are   a   
metre   apart   from   
each   other.   
When   we   leave   
our   desks   and   

chairs   we   have   to   sanitize   them   down   
with   a   wipe.   Each   class   group   has   a   
base   classroom   that   we   stay   in   for   
most   of   our   subjects.   Some   facilities   in   
our   school   such   as   the   library,   gym   
hall,   stage   and   canteen,   have   been   
turned   into   classrooms   so   we   have   
enough   space   for   everyone   to   learn   at   
a   distance.     
The   TY’s   have   five   base   classrooms:   
Canteen   one,   canteen   two,   the   stage,   
the   gym   and   the   games   room.   We   
have   had   to   get   used   to   these   new   
classrooms   as   they've   never   been   
used   as   classrooms   before,   but   I   think   
we   are   lucky   because   they   were   well   
renovated   and   have   become   good   
places   to   learn.     

  
This   TY   year   is   going   to   be   like   none   
before.   It’s   going   to   be   very   different   
and   a   TY   year   that   none   of   us   
expected.   Covid-19   is   going   to   
massively   affect   our   year   and   
determine   what   we   can   and   cannot   do   
throughout   the   year.   Sadly,   we   won’t   

  



be   able   to   go   on   as   many   trips   as   
previous   years.   Most   of   our   trips   will   be   
local   and   will   of   course   adhere   to   
Covid-19   guidelines.   Hopefully   things   
will   start   to   look   up   as   time   goes   on!   
Unfortunately,   work   experience   has   
also   been   cancelled   for   
most   students.   Work   
experience   is   a   big   part   
of   the   TY   year   so   it   is   a   
shame   that   we   will   be   
unable   to   complete   it.   
Hopefully   by   summer   
2021,   things   will   
improve   and   we   might   
be   able   to   look   for   some   
work   experience   in   our   
own   time,   as   it   is   quite   
an   important   element   of   our   teenage   
years.    
  

We   are   lucky   that   we   have   been   able   
to   do   some   workshops   and   trips   to   
date   that   we   all   have   enjoyed   and   
these   have   been   
memorable   
experiences   for   us.   
The   TY’s   are   
determined   to   
make   the   most   out   
of   the   year   ahead   
and   stay   optimistic   
about   the   future.   
  

Overall,   I   think   the   
majority   of   us   are   
happy   to   be   back   at   
school   and   to   have   
some   normality   in   
our   lives   again.   It   
has   been   a   
stressful   couple   of   months   for   us,   filled   
with   uncertainty   and   anxiety,   but   we   
got   through   it!   I   think   we’re   all   slowly   
settling   back   into   school   with   the   
strange   and   unique   ‘new   normal’   we’re   
all   adjusting   to.   We   are   all   excited   for   
the   year   ahead   whatever   form   it   takes,   
because   we   all   just   want   to   make   sure   

we   get   the   most   out   of   TY.    I   think   it’ll   
be   a   good   year   if   we   keep   positive,   
and   if   we   follow   the   guidelines   
hopefully   things   will   start   to   improve   
and   these   tough   times   will   pass.     
  

On   returning   to   school,   I   asked   some   
of   the   students   in   TY   some   questions   
about   the   upcoming   school   year   and   
their   opinions   on   being   back   at   school.     
  

How   are   you   feeling   about   being   
back   at   school?   
I   have   mixed   emotions   about   being   
back   in   school.   I   am   happy   to   see   my   
friends   and   teachers   but   I   don’t   want   
Covid-19   to   get   worse.   
-Sophie   Rafter   TYA   

  
How   are   you   finding   the   Covid-19   
restrictions   in   school?   
They   are   difficult   to   get   used   to   but   it’s   
fine   after   a   while.   I   think   they   are   
making   a   difference.   

-Sophie   Grace   TYB     
  

What   are   you   most   looking   
forward   to   this   year?   
I’m   looking   forward   to   going   on   
trips   with   my   class   and   my   year,   
and   getting   to   know   more   people.   
I’m   looking   forward   to   trying   new   
subjects   as   well.     
-Alex   Murphy   TYC     

  
How   do   you   think   Covid-19   will  
affect   our   TY   year?   
I   think   there   will   be   a   lot   less   
opportunities   for   us,   especially   to   
leave   the   school   on   trips,   but   we   
should   make   the   most   of   it.   
-Katie   Maher   TYD   

  
What   has   been   your   favourite   
moment   of   TY   so   far?   
Getting   a   taste   for   all   the   new   subjects   
and   modules.   I   love   doing   Junk   
Kouture.     
-Kelly   Power   TYE   
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History   in   the   Making   -   Cancellation   of   the   State   Exams   
By   Kate   Brennan   

  
As   a   year   group,   we   will   never   forget   the   
announcement   of   the   cancellation   of   the   2020   
Junior   Cycle   exams   back   in   April.   Many   students   
felt   gratitude   and   relief   to   be   free   from   the   stress   
and   anxiety   they   would   no   longer   have   to   endure.   
After   months   of   living   in   the   unknown,   and   little   
word   from   the   Department   of   Education,   the   relief   
was   largely   understandable.   Most   students   were   
very   content   with   the   way   our   school   handled   the   

situation   with   the   
setting   of   online   
end-of-year   tests,   and   
it   helped   alleviate   a   lot   
of   stress   and   anxiety   
that   was   felt   towards   
the   State   exams.   
  

There   are   many   positives   and   negatives   to   this   
unprecedented   situation,   a   number   of   which   
might   not   be   realised   yet   for   a   year   or   two   to   
come.   Looking   to   the   future,   some   students   
worry   about   the   lack   of   experience   we   will   have   
with   State   Exams   when   it’s   our   time   to   sit   the   
Leaving   Cert.   One   TY   student   expressed   her   
concern   to   me   about   coping   with   anxiety   for   the   
Leaving   Cert   exams,   “ I   think   it   will   affect   us   when   

it   comes   to   the   Leaving   Certificate   and   dealing   
with   the   pressure   of   it   all.   We   only   got   a   taste   of  
the   stress   we   would   feel   with   the   JC   mocks,   and   
the   LC   will   of   course,   be   much   more   
intimidating ”.   There   will   no   doubt   be   much   
discussion   about   this   year’s   exams-   or   lack   
thereof,   for   some   time   to   come,   and   only   in   three   
years   time   will   we   learn   the   full   impact   of   their   
cancellation.   
 

In   the   meantime,   we   are   all   happy   to   be   
journeying   through   a   stress   free   Transition   Year!   
We   are   now   back   in   school   a   full   eight   weeks   
after   six   months   of   lockdown,   and   the   familiarity   
of   school   has   become   part   of   our   lives   once   more   
-   even   if   it   is   a   new   kind   of   familiar.   The   Junior   
Cert-that-never-was   feels   like   an   afterthought   
now.   Looking   back   on   Spring   this   year,   we   Pres   
girls   can   only   feel   grateful   for   our   dedicated   
teachers   and   practical   school   who   cared   for   our   
wellbeing   and   provided   the   best   possible   
exam-solution   for   the   end   of   our   three   Junior   
Cycle   years.   I   have   no   doubt   that   our   unique   year   
group   will   forever   remember   our   Junior   Cert   
year...   the   year   we   didn’t   actually   do   the   Junior   
Cert!   

  
TY   Representatives   Elected   

by   Eilis   Doherty   
  

The   following   students   were   nominated   by   fellow   classmates   to   represent   each   TY   
group   this   year:   
TY   Prefects   &   Vice   Prefects   
TY1:  Elizabeth  Jenson  &  Sophie       
Rafter    
TY2:  Sarah  Nolan  &  Denise       
Foley     
TY3:  Cliodhna  Murphy  &  Aoife       
Coverdale   
TY4:   Diana   Ibe   &   Aimee   Quinne   
TY5:  Ciara  McHugh  &  Alva       
Power   
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Guest   Speakers   &   Visitors   
  

Marc   Mulligan   Motivational   Talk   
By   Rebecca   Holden  

  
On   Tuesday,   8th   September,   professional   speaker   Marc   Mulligan   delivered   a   speech   
to   all   Transition   Year   students.   The   Transition   Years   wanted   some   inspiration   for   the   
year   following   the   return   to   school,   and   Marc   was   the   answer.   We   were   separated   
into   different   groups   and   went   to   the   hall   for   the   talk.   Marc   addressed   the   topic   of   
fear   which   was   very   important   to   us   as   there   was   an   anxiety   felt   returning   to   school   
amidst   a   global   pandemic.     
  

Marc   spoke   to   us   about   the   fear   of   failure   which   is   something   we   have   all   
experienced   at   some   point   in   our   lives.   The   fear   of   failure   is   difficult   to   overcome,   

unfortunately   the   majority   of   people   never   
do   overcome   it.   We   also   learned   the   names   
of   different   phobias   and   what   they   mean.   At   
the   end   of   the   talk,   Marc   called   for   three   
volunteers   to   come   up   and   put   their   hand   in   
a   box   without   knowing   what   was   in   it.   He   

asked   them   to   wear   gloves   and   blindfolds   and   leave   their   hand   in   the   box.   It   turns   out   
that   there   was   a   spider   in   the   box   and   the   girls   had   to   face   the   fear   of   the   unknown   to   
accomplish   the   challenge.   

    
We   all   came   out   of   the   talk   with   a   better   understanding   of   our   own   personal   fears   
and   how   they   prevent   us   from   doing   certain   things.   More   importantly,   we   learned   
ways   in   which   we   can   overcome   these   phobias   and   ensure   that   we   are   no   longer   
held   back   by   our   fears   and   worries.   
  
  

Self-Care   Workshops   with   Karen   Morrissey   
By   Sofia   Gallagher  

  
Local   stylist   Karen   Morrissey   comes   to   the   school   to   speak   to   all   of   the   TY   classes   
each   week   and   runs   workshops   for   us.   Karen   worked   as   a   model   when   she   was   
younger.   To   date,   she   has   spoken   to   us   about   her   modelling   experience,   and   

consequently   setting   up   her   own   business.   She   now   works   
with   models   and   emphasised   to   us   that   it   doesn't   matter   what   
type   of   body   a   person   has,   anyone   can   be   a   model   if   they   
want   to.   She   is   teaching   us   how   to   be   confident   in   our   own   
bodies   and   advises   us   not   compare   ourselves   to   others   on   
social   media.   We   discuss   many   different   topics,   most   recently   
we   spoke   about   fake   tan   and   how   we   should   apply   it.     
  

Karen   has   also   spoken   to   us   about   many   different   skin   
products,   and   I   personally   found   this   to   be   a   great   help   
because   it   gave   us   a   good   idea   of   what   products   to   buy   and   
avoid.   She   explained   how   we   can   tell   what   skin   type   we   have,   
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and   advised   us   about   what   we   can   do   to   improve   our   skin   
and   make   it   glow   and   look   healthier.   
  

One   of   Karen’s   main   messages   is   that   there   is   no   need   to   
cover   up   every   day   and   spend   hours   upon   hours   on   
make-up,   because   everyone   is   naturally   beautiful   the   way   
they   are.   She   teaches   us   about   self-worth   and   self-love   and   
that   we   shouldn't   want   to   change   the   way   we   are.   I   feel   that   
Karen’s   visits   are   very   helpful,   informative   and   provide   us   all   
with   an   important   message   -   be   comfortable   in   your   own   skin!   

  
  

Segways   for   Schools     
By   Sophie   Grace   

  
A   segway   tour   company   visited   the   Presentation   TYs   
during   the   week   of   October   5th.   Our   classes   were   
split   so   we   could   all   take   part   in   the   activity   while   also   
adhering   to   social   distancing   guidelines.   We   took   part   
in   this   activity   on   the   basketball   courts,   but   on   the   
second   day   some   girls   completed   the   activity   in   the   
Watershed   as   the   weather   did   not   permit   outdoor   
activities.   
During   the   activity,   we   completed   an   obstacle   course   
on   the   segways.   We   had   to   manoeuvre   in   and   out   of   
cones,   limbo   beneath   a   rope   and   pass   over   a   ramp-   
all   on   our   segways.   The   instructors   were   very   helpful   
and   friendly   and   they   made   the   experience   an   enjoyable   one   for   everyone   involved.   
Although   some   of   us   fell   off,   it   was   a   lot   of   fun   for   everyone   and   we   all   had   a   great   
laugh!     
  

  

Lessons   &   Learning     
  

TY   Monday   Modules   
By   Ava   Daly,   Sarah   Walsh   and   Natalia   Smolen   

  
Every   Monday   and   Wednesday   all   TY   students   have   a   double   class   (80   minutes)   of   
their   chosen   modules.   We   interviewed   students   from   each   subject   to   learn   more   
about   each   one:     

  
Roisin   Murphy,   Junk   Kouture   
What   is   your   favourite   part   of   Junk   
Kouture?     
Designing   and   putting   together   the   
different   parts   of   the   outfit.     
What   do   you   hope   to   achieve?     
I   hope   that   my   outfit   makes   it   to   one   of   
the   top   three   in   the   competition.   

Grace   Walsh,   Young   Scientist   
Exhibition   Competition   
What   is   your   favourite   part   of   the   
Young   Scientist   module?   
Learning   various   
new   things   about   
science.   
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Rebecca   Kelly,   Media   Studies   
What   is   your   favourite   part   of   Media   
Studies?   
Listening   to   so   many   different   types   of   
podcasts.     
What   do   you   hope   to   achieve?   
I   hope   in   the   future   that   I   will   be   able   to   
create   a   good   podcast   myself.     

  
Emma   Burke,   Law   
What   is   your   favourite   part   of   Law?   
Learning   about   the   system   of   the   Law.     
What   do   you   hope   to   achieve?     
I   hope   to   have   learned   about   all   the   
different   aspects   of   Law.     
  

Ciara   Heffernan,   Global   Schools   
What   is   your   favourite   part   of   Global   
Schools?     

Learning   about   different   nations   and   
how   we   can   help   to   make   the   world   be   
more   sustainable   for   the   citizens   who   
live   in   society   today.   
What   do   you   hope   to   achieve?     
I   hope   to   find   different   ways   to   help   the   
environment.     

  
Natalia   Smolen,   Journalism   
What   is   your   favourite   part   of   
Journalism?   
Learning   about   different   types   of   
reports   you   can   do.   
What   do   you   hope   to   
achieve?   
To   write   an   
informative   
newsletter   for   
students   and   parents.   

  
  

TY   Wednesday   Modules     
By   Lucy   Dunlop   and   Kenzi   Fahy   

  
Every   Wednesday   all   TY   students   have   a   double   class   of   their   chosen   modules.   At   
the   start   of   TY,   we   all   had   to   choose   one   module   from   from   the   following   options:   
Debating,   Active   schools,   Mini   companies,   GAA   Future   Leaders   and   Coding.   
We   spoke   to   the   following   students   to   learn   more   about   their   chosen   modules.   
  
  

Aimee   Quinn,   Debating   
What   is   your   favourite   part   about   
debating?     
Mr   Murphy   is   very   passionate   about   
debating   and   this   brings   out   the   
positive   atmosphere   in   the   class,   it   is  
very   interesting   and   exciting.   
What   do   you   hope   to   achieve?   
I   hope   to   improve   my   confidence   skills   
and   tools   for   planning,   research   and   
presentation.   
  

Sadhbh   Moran,   Active   Schools   Flag   
What   is   your   favourite   part   about   the   
Active   Schools   module?   

Helping   the   school   
stay    active   and   fit   
by   planning   trips   
as   a   class.   

What   do   you   hope   to   achieve?   
Setting   up   events   that   students   will   
enjoy   and   find   helpful   towards   their   
fitness.   To   encourage   more   students   to   
be   more   active   and   to   have   a   fitness   
goal.   
  

Lucy   Dunlop,   Mini   Companies   
What   is   your   favourite   part   about   the   
Mini   Companies   class?   
Planning   and   coming   up   with   a   new   
product/brand.   
What   do   you   hope   to   achieve?   
Learning   the   skills   of   being   an   
entrepreneur.   
  

Eilis   Doherty,   GAA   Future   Leaders  
What   is   your   favourite   part   about   the   
GAA   Future   Leaders   module?   
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My   favourite   part   
about   GAA   future   
leaders   is   learning   
about   all   the   different   
aspects   of   GAA   and   
how   you   don't   have   to   
just   be   a   player   to   be   
involved.     
What   do   you   hope   to   achieve?   
To   improve   my   camogie,   responsibility,   
and   leadership   skills.   

  

Libby   Breslin,   Coding   
What   is   your   favourite   part   of   
Coding?   
Planning   and   coming   up   with   ideas   
for   an   app   and   learning   new   skills   
about   technology   and   how   to   
manage   time   skills   while   doing   it.   

What   do   you   hope   to   achieve?   
To   be   able   to   make   my   own   app   for   a   
specific   use   whenever   I   want   and   be   
able   to   improve   how   I   work   with   
technology   everyday.   

  
  

New   Subjects   Choices   in   TY   
By   Julia   Ruth   

  
This   year,   in   TY   we   have   a   range   of   new   subjects   on   offer   to   us,   which   we   didn’t  
have   the   opportunity   to   study   in   the   previous   three   years.   They   are   an   addition   to   the   
timetable   but   are   all   enjoying   them.   
These   new   subjects   include:   
  

IT:     
This   is   a   very   
fun   and   
interesting   
class   as   we   
get   to   learn   
more   about   
technology.   It   helps   us   improve   our   
typing   skills,   and   teaches   us   how   to   
manage   our   Google   accounts,   using   
various   apps   such   as   Forms,   Sheets   and   
Sites.   
  

Business   Modules:     
Every   few   weeks   we   rotate   business   
modules.   The   modules   include   
economics,   enterprise   and   accounting.   
These   three   modules   help   us   learn   more   
about   business   and   how   adulthood   
works   in   the   future.   
  

Applied   Maths:     
This   is   like   regular   maths   
except   it   involves   statistics   or   

probability   theory,   and   more   geometry   is   
included   in   it.     
  

Creative   Writing:     
Creative   writing   is   a   class   in   which   
students   learn   how   to   develop   their   
creative   thinking   and   become   more   
descriptive   in   stories   and   speeches   etc.   
It   improves   our   writing   skills.   
  

Agricultural   Science:   
This   subject   ties   in   with   biology   as   
students   learn   about   dealing   with   food   
and   fibre   production   and   processing.   It   
also   expands   our   knowledge   of   farming.   
  

Career   Guidance:   
This   is   a   very   useful   subject,   as   it   helps   
us   make   a   choice   on   what   we   want   to   do   

in   the   future   and   what   career   
path   we   want   to   choose   to   study   
for   the   Leaving   Certificate.   
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Young   Scientist   Project     
                                   By   Rachael   Egars   and   Mante   Butenkovaite     
  

We   interviewed   Sophie   Ryan   from   the   Young   Scientist   module   and   asked   her   the   
following   questions:     

  
What   project   are   you   entering   in   the   Young   Scientist   Exhibition?   
I   am   trying   to   produce   food   in   a   greenhouse   using   only   water   and   
nutrients.   The   aim   is   to   change   the   outlook   that   children   and   students   
have   on   healthy   foods.   
How   did   you   come   up   with   this   idea?   
I   noticed   that   students   were   eating   unhealthy   food.   Hand   in   hand   the   
waste   and   plastic   production   needed   to   be   cut   down,   so   by   creating   our   
project   we   can   effectively   do   this.   
What   do   you   like   about   the   Young   Scientist   module?   

I   enjoy   this   module   because   science   is   something   I   am   good   at   and   enjoy   doing.   I   
also   came   up   with   a   good   idea   that   I   like   and   believe   is   important.     

  
Open   Night   Plans   and   Preparations   

By   Gillian   Fennelly     
  

The   annual   Presentation   Open   Night   is   
normally   one   of   the   school’s   biggest   
nights   of   the   year,   where   the   school   
community   welcomes   5th   and   6th   
class   girls   from   around   the   county   into   
the   building   to   give   them   an   idea   of   
what   it   would   be   like   to   attend   
Presentation   Secondary   School.   This   
year   of   course,   the   open   night   could   
not   proceed   as   normal,   so   it   was   
streamed   live   to   prospective   students   
and   their   parents   on   Youtube,   and   it   
was   linked   to   the   school’s   website   for   
easy   viewing   access.   
Mr   Hallahan   and   a   number   of   our   
teachers   made   short   speeches   
explaining   different   aspects   of   the   
school.   There   was   a   specific   focus   on   
providing   details   about   new   option   
subjects   that   students   do   not   study   at   
primary   school   level,   such   as   French,   
Spanish,   Science,   Business   Studies,   
Art,   Home   Economics,   Technical   
Graphics,   IT   and   Music.   
There   was   also   a   pre-recorded   video   
shown,   demonstrating   the   large   range   
of   the   sports,   music   and   extracurricular   
activities   that   take   place   in   
Presentation   in   normal   circumstances.     

The   virtual   open   night   was   advertised   
through   local   media   such   as   
newspapers   and   radio,   and   feeder   
schools   were   informed   of   the   open   
night   via   email.   Word   of   mouth   was   
also   used   as   an   advertising   technique   
and   the   school   encouraged   all   present   
students   to   spread   the   word.   
The   recording   was   done   by   a   film   crew   
from   Dublin   called   “Video   Works”.   Old   
photos   and   videos   were   also   used.   
Everything   was   done   according   to   
government   guidelines/restrictions   and   
the   hope   is   that   many   future   students   
will   tune   in   to   get   a   taste   of   Pres-life.   
The   virtual   night   concluded   with   a   live   
questions   and   answers   round   with   Mr   
Hallahan   and   many   viewers   expressed   
huge   interest   in   our   wonderful   school!   
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From   Serbia   to   Ireland   -   A   True   Year   of   Transition   

By   Danica   Kurtic   
  

I   am   from   Serbia   and   my   arrival   to   Ireland   this   year   has   seen   big   changes   for   me;   
New   friends,   new   teachers,   a   new   school,   new   classes,   a   new   town   and   a   new   
country.   The   distance   between   the   two   countries   is   
great,   which   means   that   the   culture,   customs   and   
people   are   different.     
One   of   the   first   changes   I   noticed   is   that   the   
weather   is   very   different;   Serbia   is   a   sunny   country   
where   it   rains   only   during   Autumn   and   Spring,   while   
in   Ireland   it   seems   to   rain   almost   every   day!   This   is   
due   to   the   climate   which   is   also   different   as   Ireland   
is   an   island   surrounded   by   ocean,   while   Serbia   is   a   continental   country.     
The   culture,   religion   and   way   of   life   for   people   in   both   countries   is   very   different.   In   
Serbia,   our   religion   is   mainly   Orthodox,   while   the   majority   of   Irish   citizens   are   
Catholic.    Also   the   streets   in   Kilkenny   are   small   and   narrow   as   it   is   a   medieval   city,   
whereas   the   buildings   are   much   larger   in   my   hometown   of   Sid   in   Serbia.     
Education   is   another   big   difference   I   notice.   A   school   for   girls   was   a   strange   novelty   
for   me,   as   well   as   school   uniforms.   There   are   no   separate   schools   for   boys   and   girls   
in   Serbia,   all   students   go   to   a   mixed   school   together   and   sit   together   in   the   
classroom,   and   uniforms   are   not   worn   in   Serbia.   Although   there   are   great   differences   
between   these   two   countries,   both   are   beautiful   in   their   own   way   and   I   am   enjoying   
my   stay   in   Ireland   so   far!   
  

Pres   Life   as   an   Exchange   Student   
By   Lourdes   Jimenez   and   Carmen   Aguirre   

  
Being   an   exchange   student   can   be   very   difficult   and   this   year   with   Covid-19,it   is   even   
more   challenging   than   normal.   We   want   to   share   our   experience   during   our   first   
month   in   Ireland   studying   in   the   Presentation.     
When   we   first   arrived   from   our   home   country   of   Spain,   we   stayed   in   quarantine   for   
fifteen   days   with   our   host   families.   On   September   9th   we   finished   our   quarantine,   so   
we   started   school   a   few   days   later   than   the   rest   of   the   students.   

  
Thursday   10th   of   September   was   our   first   
day   of   school.   We   were   really   nervous   
because   we   didn’t   know   anyone,   but   both   
the   principal   and   the   teachers   welcomed   
us   and   they   showed   us   around   the   school   
facilities   and   explained   our   timetables   to   
us.   The   following   day,   we   started   our   
classes   with   fear   of   getting   lost   around   the   
school-   we   were   very   nervous.   Those   
feelings   ended   quickly   when   we   realised   
that   our   classmates   were   helping   us   with   

everything   we   needed   and   making   us   feel   very   welcome.     
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During   the   last   few   weeks   we've   been   adjusting   to   life   in   an   Irish   high   school   which   is   
very   different   from   our   Spanish   ones.   Some   of   the   differences   that   we   most   notice   
were;   the   uniform,   the   fact   that   this   is   an   only   girls   school,   the   different   timetable   and   
the   subjects.   
We   have   now   been   in   Ireland   almost   two   months,   and   we   are   very   happy   with   how   
we   are   integrating   here.   We   hope   during   the   next   few   months   to   reach   our   objectives   
as   exchange   students,   which   are   to   improve   our   level   of   English,   make   new   friends   
and   become   more   mature!   

    
  

TY   Trips   
  

TY   Commences   with   the   Bennettsbridge   Walk     
By   Ciara   Bryan   

  
On   the   9th   of   September,   our   TY   coordinator   Ms   Reddy   organised   our   first   TY   trip   for   
the   year   group-   the   Bennettsbridge   River   Walk.   This   consisted   of   walking   to   Kilkenny   

from   Bennettsbridge,   a   pleasant   
10km   walk.   We   were   advised   to   bring   
a   packed   lunch   and   water.   We   were   
accompanied   by   Ms   Murphy,   Mr   
Murphy,   Mr   Campion,   Ms   Skelton   and   
Ms   Reddy.   
  

It   was   a   beautiful   and   captivating   walk   
along   the   River   Nore.   We   walked   
through   woodlands   and   grasslands   
where   we   passed   cows   and   horses   
that   greeted   us   as   we   walked   by.   The   

trail   was   perfectly   well   marked   so   we   found   it   impossible   to   get   lost   or   go   off   track.   
We   enjoyed   each   other’s   company   and   talked   and   had   a   laugh.   We   were   all   
satisfyingly   tired   at   the   end   of   the   10km.   It   was   a   tiring   day   but   at   the   same   time,   a   
well   enjoyed   excursion,   and   we   all   benefited   from   the   fresh   air   and   exercise!   

Walking   Through   History   
By   Emily   Kilgour     

  
At   the   beginning   of   October,   all   TY   students   took   part   in   a   medieval   walking   tour   of   
Kilkenny   City.   This   walk   went   from   the   Black   Abbey   to   Kytler’s   Inn.   Each   class   group   

went   at   different   times   throughout   the   week   and   the   tour   
was   a   hit   all   round.     
  

Firstly   we   walked   from   the   school   to   Black   Abbey,   where   
we   started   our   tour.   We   were   given   a   lot   of   background   
information   about   the   history   of   the   Black   Abbey,   which   
we   had   known   very   little   about   until   then.   Most   of   us   have  
lived   in   Kilkenny   all   of   our   lives   and   never   knew   about   the  
rich   and   plentiful   history   of   Kilkenny.   The   Black   Abbey   
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was   built   as   a   Dominican   Friary   in   the   1220’s.   It   was   thought   
of   as   a   calm   and   safe   spot   as   it   sat   just   outside   the   original   
city   walls   of   Kilkenny.   After   many   eventful   years   the   Abbey   
was   restored   and   reopened   as   a   place   of   worship   in   the   
1800’s.   

  
The   tour   concluded   with   a   visit   to   the   jail   underneath   the   
town   courthouse.   I   personally   loved   this   hidden   gem   and   we   
had   no   idea   it   was   right   under   our   noses   this   entire   time!   

  
  

An   Outing   to   Dunmore   East   Adventure   Centre   
By   Leah   Aylward   

  
On   the   12th   and   13th   of   October,   TY   split   into   two   groups   to   take   part   in   
fun-filled   activities   in   Waterford.   We   set   out   from   school   at   8.15am   and   
returned   at   4pm.   
Dunmore   East   Adventure   Centre   is   situated   on   the   harbour   in   Waterford.  
The   activities   here   include   the   Wibit   aqua   park,   kayaking,   archery,   rock   
climbing   and   cave   exploration.   We   were   split   into   smaller   groups   on   
arrival,   and   each   group   spent   2   hours   on   the   Wibit   and   kayaking,   and   
another   2   hours   completing   the   land   activities.   We   went   rock   climbing,   
attempted   archery   and   broke   out   of   an   escape   room.   The   caves   were   not   
open   due   to   Covid-19   restrictions.   
  

All   TY   students   who   went   on   this   trip   had   a   fantastic   time,   and   we   were   
lucky   enough   to   have   dry   weather!   I   would   definitely   recommend   this   trip   
for   future   4th   year   groups!   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Creative   Corner   

  
     🕸Halloween   Activities🕸   

  
We've   compiled   a   list   of   the   ten   best   ways   to   safely   celebrate   Halloween   in   2020.   
From   setting   up   a   few    festive   Halloween   games    to   cooking   a   spread   of    yummy   
foods ,   these   ideas   will   help   you   make   the   most   out   of   Halloween!   
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1. Go   “Ghosting”   
Create   a   treat   bag   of   goodies   for   a   friend   or   neighbour   and   leave   it   on   their  
doorstep   with   a   note   inside   to   pass   it   on   (as   in,   create   a   new   treat   bag   and   

"ghost"   someone   else).   It's   a   festive   way   
to   spread   some   socially   distanced   
Halloween   cheer.   

2. Play   a   Halloween   Game   
A   fun   game   of   apple   bobbing,   wink   
murder   or   murder   mystery   is   sure   to   be   a   
hit!   

3. Make   a   Spooky   Snack   
Since   you   might   not   be   able   to   do   
traditional   

Halloween   activities   like   going   to   a   haunted   house   
or   trick-or-treating   with   friends,   you   can   channel   
more   of   your   energy   into   creating   a   stunning   spread   
of   spooky   snacks.   

4. Make   Spooky   Sweets   
Halloween   is   all   about   treating   yourself   —   which   
means   you   should   go   all   in   on   preparing   a   ton   of   sweets.   Try   something   
creative,   like    witch   cupcakes ,    black   cat   cookies ,   or    choco-pumpkin   ice-cream   
sandwiches .   

5. Put   on   a   Halloween   Playlist   
No   matter   how   small   your   Halloween   party   is,   it   
won't   be   complete   without   some   festive   tunes.   Blast   
your   favorites   and   have   a   dance   party   or   play   a   
game   of   freeze   dance.   

6. Get   Crafty   
There   are   plenty   of   crafts   that   you   can   do,   such   as   
paint-splattered   pumpkins.   Simply   paint   pumpkins   a   
solid   color   and   then   splatter   a   different   color   over   it   
using   a   toothbrush.   

7. Decorate   
A   little   bit   of   Halloween   decorating   can   put   you   in   
the   perfect   mood   for   the   spooky   shenanigans   
of   the   day.     

8. Host   a   Virtual   Party   
Get   some   treats,   put   on   a   costume   and   invite   
your   friends   to   a   Halloween   FaceTime,   Zoom   
etc.   party.   

9. Take   a   Nature   Walk   
Explore   your   local   areas   and   enjoy   all   of   the   
autumn   weather.     
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10.      Watch   a   Spooky   Movie   
There's   no   more   classic   Halloween   activity   than   watching   a    scary   
movie .   Make   a   night   of   it   by   preparing   some   popcorn   and   candy   
and   setting   a   spooky   scene.   Here’s   a   variety   of   festive   movie   
suggestions   you   can   watch:   

  
● The   Conjuring   (2013)   
● The   Addams   Family   

(1991)     
● Addams   Family   Values   

(1993)   
● Dark   Shadows   (2012)   
● Monster   House   (2006)   
● Halloween   (1978)   (2018)   
● Insidious   (2010)   
● Corpse   Bride   (2005)   
● Child’s   Play   (1988)   

(2019)   
● A   Quiet   Place   (2018)   
● The   Cabin   in   the   Woods   

(2012)     
● Hocus   Pocus   (1993)   
● Halloweentown   (1998)   
● The   Nightmare   Before   

Christmas   (1993)   
● Frankenweenie   (2012)   
● The   Haunted   Mansion   

(2003)     
● ParaNorman   (2012)     
● Friday   the   13th   (1980)     

● A   Nightmare   
on   Elm   Street   (1984)     

● Scream   (1996)     
● Get   Out   (2017)     
● Coco   (2017)   
● Beetlejuice   (1988)    
● Edward   Scissorhands   

(1990)   
● Ghostbusters   (1984)   
● Hereditary   (2018)   
● Casper   (1995)     
● Rocky   Horror   Picture   

Show   (1975)   
● The   Blair   Witch   Project   

(1999)   
● The   Craft   (1996)   
● Paranormal   Activity   

(2007)     
● Bram   Stoker’s   Dracula   

(1992)   
● The   Shining   (1980)   
● Psycho   (1960)     
● Us   (2019)   
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Star   Moments   of   Term   1   TY     
   By   Hannah   Roche   and   Sasha   Mullins   

  
The   first   two   months   of   our   TY   year   may   not   have   been   what   we   had   expected   due   
to   COVID-19;   nevertheless,   as   our   readers   will   have   seen   by   now,   we   have   had   a   
busy   TY   so   far!   
We   interviewed   a   number   of   TY   students   asking   about   their   favourite   part   of   TY   to   
date...   
  

What   has   been   your   favourite   moment   of   TY   so   far?   
  

Ciara   McHugh:    “My   favourite   moment   
of   TY   so   far   has   been   the   segways   
because   we   got   a   break   from   school   
work   for   a   few   hours,   
and   it   was   a   really   fun   
group   activity!”   
  

Linda   Ezermale:    “My   
favourite   moment   of   TY   
is   Junk   Kouture.”   
  

Saoirse   Mulcahy:    “My   
favourite   part   of   TY   is   
the   fact   that   it   is   a   lot   
more   relaxed   than   third   
year   and   I   am   in   the   
same   class   as   most   of   
my   friends   which   is   
great.”   
  

Ciara   Heffernan:    “I   really   loved   the   trip   
to   Dunmore   East.   It   was   great   fun!”   
  

  Fiona   Comerford :   “I   enjoyed   the   
segways   the   most,   because   it   was   a   
new   experience   for   me.”   
Libby   Breslin:    “My   favourite   part   of   TY   
is   being   with   all   my   friends   after   not   
seeing   them   over   lockdown”.   
  

Faye   Fennelly:    “My   favourite   part   of   TY   
so   far   has   been   the   Segways.   I   have   

learned   many   new   skills   including   
balance   and   coordination,   and   it   was   
really   enjoyable”.   

  
Myself   and   Hannah   have   really   
enjoyed   the   Karen   Morrissey   
workshops   and   the   segways.   
  

As   you   can   see,   we   have   had   
many   activities   so   far   this   year,   
even   with   the   restrictions   of   
COVID-19.   We   hope   to   enjoy   
many   more   activities   throughout   
the   year   as   we   continue   with   our   
safe   and   enjoyable   TY   
experience.   
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Fun   Features   
By   Klara   Loszakiewicz   

  
Riddle   Round   

1)   What   question   can   you   never   answer   yes   to?   

2)   What   is   always   in   front   of   you,   but   can’t   be   seen?  

3)   There’s   a   one-story   house   in   which   everything   is   yellow.   
Yellow   walls,   yellow   doors,   yellow   furniture.   What   color   are   
the   stairs?   

4)   What   can   you   break,   even   if   you   never   pick   it   up   or   
touch   it?   

5)   What   goes   up   but   never   comes   down?   

  

Fun   Facts   From   Around   the   Globe   

● The   hottest   chili   pepper   in   the   world   is   so   hot   it   could   
kill   you.   

● Only   two   countries   use   purple   in   their   national   flags:   
Nicaragua   and   Dominica.   

● There   are   around   five   million   trillion   trillion   bacteria   on   
Earth.   (That’s   5   with   30   zeros   after   it!)   

● The   coldest   temperature   ever   recorded   was   -144   degrees   Fahrenheit   in   
Pakistan,   2017.   

● Japan   is   the   world's   most   earthquake-prone   country   with   approximately   1500   
small   earthquakes   each   year!   

● There   are   more   than   24   time   zones   around   the   world.   

  
Thank   You   for   Reading!   

  
Go  raibh  maith  agaibh,  gracias,  merci  and  thank  you  all  very  much  for  taking  the  time                  
to  read  our  first  newsletter  of  the  year!  We  hope  you  found  it  informative  and                 
interesting   and   that   you’ll   tune   in   again   for   next   term’s   news!   

- The   Journalism   Class   
Carmen   Agiuirre   Escuin,   Leah   Aylward,   Kate   Brennan,   Ciara   Bryan,   Mante   
Butenkovaite,   Ava   Daly,   Eilís   Doherty,   Lucy   Dunlop,   Rachael   Egars,   Gillian   Fennelly,   
Sofia   Gallagher,   Sophie   Grace,   Rebecca   Holden,   Lourdres   Jimenez   Moreno,   Emily   
Kilgour,   Danica   Kurtic,   Klara   Loszakiewicz,   Michaela   Mahon,   Sasha   Mullins,   Hannah   
Roche,   Julia   Ruth,   Natalia   Smolen,   Sarah   Walsh   
Teacher:   Ms   Nolan   
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